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g _&hﬂug the diet roads of Cliiang Rai province has (o

bv:' one of the most exiting options forany adventure

s Iraveler in Thailand. Heowever: as Scott Contes #x-

' ﬁ?'u.fus. the triie thrills of any jowrney through the
- -u;rmm[m'u.r and-yallevs of Thailand x :.lur.'e'fu-m:l;!ayr--.

province lies'im encounters witly the locals P
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Thailand s
f TG province
Chiang Ra
has o be m

favorite.  Fou
the mountiins, the great outdoors
and = myrind of culbtures th
just o beating (L MNestled i Ens

:-||_-.|rl af rh._- I.|:'||-._!i|'|1 |'r|_'|r|_i;|:' i

China to the north, Laos to th
and Myanmar to the west ity
referred o s the Gateway to Inde
china

This area has always been one
of myth and legend; of migrants
crossing borders, trading poods and
settiing on new land, Thai, Ahka
A% J-.|'I'.|| Tat Yal, Muter, Kuren
anvid on it HOCE = 11|.‘-.1|,l:|.' af diffes

her, troding

amuid ||':rr|11:r||:'_||. create 4 social
landscape of [riendly people. Iraves
Mikm o anv direction and faces
I e dramatically,. Within the

a renl E||_uhl|g|'|l: Hay.
ecoinie & Thai province

Riding with Doi Chaang in e bue i;_._.;r.m.lh]'




i 1910, controlled by Burma an sev

eral occasions, and being on the Me-
L.'l.'::: River, its always been a mesling
painit, ot just for trade bot culsine as
well. Whether dining in a proper res-
faurant or on a mat alongside a river,
pach and every meal s o treat that
xrzles the senses.

Throw in an extensive network of
fantpaths which are perfect for moun
bain and dirt biking and #t’s obyvious
ey T =il in love after all these
FEET

Traile: paved, dirt, double track,
pingle track, shale, mud, sand, 1 love
nding. riding and exploring them.
peothing gets me jazzed quite like that
Hiead a few ks off the highway and
po |1 s0on be on the dirt tracks that
penetrals the wild

Small villages, untainted by time
i lit up with friendly smiles pepper
b Bndecape of mowntains and vallevs
e villages are everywhere, Go by,
2ie in the atmosphere, trade & smile,
I gosture, a few words and you'll be
ihe richer for it. This for me, is the ba
e of travel

PBelng om a dirt bike [s not only ter
bl exciting, but it gets you fnto the
End of remote places where world-
S travel :|'||'||:_:|I||~. are shaot

Tou meet people who haven't been
pded by tourism, whao are legitimately
B curious about you a3 you are aboat
e Amilles abound, I'I.'I'!1.|.I'||J:||'IE'_ 1%
fhat this Is indeed The Land of Smiles
e deservedly so

Whether you stay [n luxury or sleep
@ & hovel, remember one thing; the
sl memorkes and the bree value af
pour experience lies in the cxchanges
pith the locals. Thiese are things that
pant be bought They can happen,
ake place. occur, be arranged, but
Bey can't be bought,

Twenty villagers in costume wait
mg o perform traditional danc-
i opon vour arrival B hardly the
l2mie a3 the spontancous smile of a
iranger: or the kindness of a villager
eho hands out fresh fruit as yvou drive
o of @ welcome that can be readd ina
gance - these are the real moments of
Falie while riding the trails of Chiang
AL,

Chisng Ral is a treasure trove of
fuploration waiting (o be opened

People have traveled exclusively by
foot until recent times, carving out an
intricate network of paths from one
end of the provinee 1o the other, The
modern age of the trock has brought
with it good and bad for dirt biking

On the ope hand there are some
pretty fun, tough dirt tracks carved
out into remaote villages while on the
ather hand old tracks are being paved
But complaining would be thick as af
ter all this time there's still a long list
of paths I've been dreaming of head
ing down and still havent had time
{8

Though you wouldnt want 1o
head off into the great unknown ill-
prepared theres not 1o much to fear.
With a good sense of direction, a de-
tailed map, a riding partner and toaols,

B

Blazing the trail

finding your way from here to there
on dirt is very doable in Chiang Rai
F"I’I“'II'.I.'E. .'1| r||:|rr|'|1|,'r I.H-I:!l.!l.'l_"lhl |T|_'|F|'|
exisi and provide 4 good starting
oLl

Noting the name of villages vou
want o grl: to both In Roman char
pcters and Thal will mean you can ask
'p'i.”.t}:,rn- the way as vou 1] Bt be pre
pared, many of them can't read Thal
and are unfamilice with maps. How-
ever, il you can say the name of the
next village you'll more often than naot
end up there eventually. Tralls come
to i end, o track that was gread a few
months ago can get totally washed
away with heavy rain while new trails
are created, keeping the mix freish
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While finding new rottes ts fun, a number of tned
and true ones keep me coming back time and time
again. Hore are o faw that are wall worth trying

Chiang Rai city o Gerw Siye (near the 3-way in-
tersaction to Dol Mae Salong from Route 1089)
Riding out af the city towards Ban Ruammil elephant
camp, continse omwands, the road lums lo dit
then fs mostly nice cross country for about 30km. A
number of streams provide fun crossings. stunning
wews of terraced rice fields abound and a final Skm
sieep chmb s sure fo keep you on your loés.

Doi Mae Salong to Thoed Thai -
Sattled by Chinese from the Yunnan region back
in the savenlies, Doi Mae Salong is ong of the king-"

dom's mosl scenic spots. Terraced lea fields, collea
plantations and hilitribe huts dot the landscape. Drivie
up towards the lown's main temple, fum right bafore
this entrance, follow the dirt road (o Mae Ther. then
continue onwards. You'Tl have to pick out small foot-
paths down, up and over mountains, bul after 25km
challenging kilomelers you arive in the far-fung out-
post of Thoed Thai,

_lj{-ln

The inffamous drug lard Khun'Sa once command-

ed a force of 15,00Q:roops from hera, butloday s a
sloepy lown with mﬂﬁemﬁﬂm opportunitios.

Chiang Rai r:ity to Doi Gl'maug
A true classic with every H‘lrﬂﬂlﬂﬂlﬂﬁﬂljh

Ihlsrspnﬂi'fﬁji' ride. Hoad .out of the city.
5 ﬂ Soi 1. Follow the dirt
road' hrmmmﬂlalam, then Tollow dint
u‘ldﬂrﬂhmmﬂi-ﬁ rubber farm, along the edge
_of limesione Iurﬁhnﬁ:lwﬂmrmu
hiltribe Follow 1he diri. track up the
hill and continue for 15km of thrilling track: After you
hit the paved road that eventually arrives at Khun
Ko m furn right, - i three-way oo ieft.
‘then kisep fin.aye out lof 8 K into the trecs. This
 track gets steap, follow it for anoiher 15k o tha top
of Doi Chaang, Parched at 1,500m, more than 1,000
Mﬁlmmﬂu people farm world-class Arabica coffea
miluinmﬂgr#ﬂmldiﬂnmﬁm
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Dirt biking in Chiang Ral prov-
mce is an experience tough
o beat. Open, endless trails
aoound. Here's a bit of informa-
flon to help you on your way:

Where to Stay

=

Thes Famous brard has 8 iy Comiy

an Chiang Ral

sopaty on the banks of the Mag Kok
='|l"
Rirttid from 5150018 nkgkd

bel ==6-53-503-333

P 5L ErwDOONOMS . COMU e mandean

i L
A incal holal thal B 'viery COmMiy, d-5lar
e Biunted pong e Mae Kok Rrer

pgpend Rosort 8 Spa

L

e
3-910-400

gww thelagand-chiangrn com

Py Chalsai Hesor & Epa

neabed in e Toodnils
o Dl Tung, about one-hour norh of
= . Bai city Mud and bambod bun
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s with glunning wienl are a gril
el B0 MOINX ANd wuivwing
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. DRU-CNacEal. O0dm

Ona of Thaland's 1op ~obel brands
has & gorgeous propady nght in e
haart of the Golden Trangke. Enjoy
wiews of Leos and Mysnmar right from
O 00 and |"-|]:\.' have an on-Sike g
aphant camp

Rooms trom $1750LS neght

Tid +88-53-784-:04

hEp esidenriangle_snsrliara com

Huai Khum Resort

& guirky g Ecaled BORm ast of
Chiang Bal city along the Mae Kok Kiv
or. Sample bamboo ungaioaws naxi io 8
Lahu hilltrde wSilage, & Sasmming pod
Ang = .'Ilg,ﬂ"‘. make (s pnooeal paca o
raally gat @wiay Irevn oL &l
Rooms from S350 S mighi
T +88.53.T17-428
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Where to Rent Motorbikes
5T Moforoyche = THE modorbike
#10p in Chiang Rai. Thay have a good
selaction of Honda Degres and Honda
dagn 250cc bioes from abod 32505/

2y

Where to Get Guides

Thal Hando Gl Sean around for a
i lima and has o gmenl reputinon
Tl"E".- ENOw B wite ranga of trails ang
have good guides
filtp.fhwww thairando nalfrenchyinek
EingbiEnsenUsindad. Rl
Tl +6E-53-T50-ZT0

Smiling Albing plonaared mam of ha
fouies in this province and knows: || Tke
he Back of ihetf hands. Tha wnars nda
S much & possible snd bve hosling
-:_..JE"EE on remota iralls

wiww. smilingalbino com

Tal +66-2-718-0580

Byline

Scofl Coales s the co-lounder of
Smiling Albind [weanw smdingalibing com)
B DEApONE Irye COrmiusiy I‘.|-'E|I'Ir'|[‘.| 11}
varnthie axpefences in AsE. Cansdan
ha has called Thalland home snce
1R5h

rwornld, dilerently!



